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5.—Finances of Reporting Public Hospitals by Province 1955—concluded 
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Totals, Expenditure (gross). . . 15,348,354 24,001,428 25,800,912 39,337,366 514,042 322,971,900 

10.77 11.58 12.34 14.26 9.32 12.25 10.77 11.58 12.34 14.26 9.32 

1 Includes newborn. 2 Sixty public hospitals reporting other information did not report finances. 

Mental Institutions.—Four of every thousand Canadians were patients in the 
country's 104 mental institutions at the end of 1956. The number of patients was 65,107, 
a figure 1,424 above the 1955 year-end total and almost double the 33,000 of 1932, when 
records were begun. Annual data from 1948 onward show continuous numerical advances, 
although the accelerated population increase in 1954, 1955 and 1956 produced slight 
declines in the rate per 100,000 population. The data on mental institutions, except for 
staff, include psychiatric units in other hospitals. 

Since bed capacity stood at 58,014 at the end of 1956, a net overcrowding of 7,093 
patients or 12.2 p.c. is indicated. A year before, this margin had been 6,674 or 11.7 p.c. 
The admission (first and re-admission) rate was higher than ever during 1956, having risen 
by just over 10 p.c. in one year. For every 32 persons who went from the 'outside' to a 
mental institution in 1955, 36 entered in 1956. As recently as 1950 there had been only 
16. Much of this increase is undoubtedly accounted for by the increase in the number of 
psychiatric units with small capacities and high patient turnover rates. 

The ratio of staff to patients reached a new high in 1956. Mental hospitals at the 
end of 1956 had 20,598 full-time personnel—2,055 more than in 1955—representing 32 
employees for every 100 patients. Psychiatric units are not included in these figures 
because of the difficulty of segregating their maintenance staffs; psychiatric units 
ordinarily utilize the services of their parent hospital. 

6.—Summary Statistics of Mental Institutions, Selected Tears 1932-56 

Year Nfld. P.E.I. | N.S. I N.B. I Que. I Ont. 1 Man. I Sask. 1 Alta. B.C. Canada 
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